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2 Vision

•	 Improvements to parks and plazas should emphasize the 
provision of shade and water features that create cool, 
refreshing urban oases that will attract visitors. 

•	S treetscape improvements that provide street trees and 
landscaping strips and medians should be implemented on I, 
Ninth, and 10th Streets, Carpenter Road, and Paradise Road.

•	P articular emphasis should be placed on developing 10th 
Street as a key landscaped pedestrian corridor between 
the Virginia Avenue Trail Corridor and the Tuolumne River 
Regional Park. The line of sight from the pedestrian mall 
at Tenth Street Place to the Regional Park should also be 
protected and enhanced.

•	D esign guidelines should be developed that address facade 
improvements, nuisance abatement and deteriorating 
buildings, streetscapes, and commercial landscaping.  
Distinct guidelines should be tailored to the unique 
characteristics of  the industrial sections of Areas 1 and 2, as 
well as Paradise Road, Ninth Street, and the downtown.

Modesto’s public space improvements should be developed in 
concert with the circulation objectives outlined in Goal 7, which 
emphasize connections throughout the Redevelopment Area.

Public art and seating are important features 
in public plazas. Public art in Springfield, 
Massachusetts is shown here.

Wide sidewalks, trees, and cafe seating will 
help to improve the pedestrian atmosphere.
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Goal 7:	 Promote efficient automobile, bicycle, and pedestrian 
circulation and linkages into and through the 
Redevelopment Area.

The Redevelopment Area’s location at the heart of the city 
makes it critical that automobile circulation into and through the 
area be adequate to ensure the success of future development. 
The efficiency of major access points and intersections must be 
improved, and traffic flow across the Redevelopment Area must be 
enhanced.

In addition to improvements in automobile circulation, the proximity 
of the downtown to existing and proposed parks and green 
corridors offers a significant opportunity to increase the use of 
alternative forms of transportation. In particular, the downtown is 
surrounded on its northern, eastern, and southern sides by an 
extensive park system that includes bike and pedestrian trails.

The 2006 Non-motorized Transportation Master Plan 
(Transportation Plan) details proposals for expanding and linking 
city bike trails. The Transportation Plan should be used as the 
springboard for implementation of improved bicycle access across 
the Redevelopment Area. Chapter 6 of this Master Plan notes 
several areas where the Transportation Plan can be supplemented.

In addition, the Redevelopment Area includes two important 
pedestrian corridors, 10th Street in the downtown and 
Paradise Road west of the downtown, which could benefit from 
improvements in pedestrian circulation.

Automobile, bicycle, and pedestrian circulation improvements 
should include:

•	i mproved automobile access at key intersections, including 
the Briggsmore Avenue and Ninth Street intersection, and 
Blue Gum Avenue and Carpenter Road intersection; 

•	 improved automobile and bicycle traffic flow between Areas 1 
and 2, particularly between Modesto Junior College East and 
West;

•	 improved wayfinding at all major gateways to the 
Redevelopment Area; and

•	 traffic calming improvements at key pedestrian crossings and 
major pedestrian streets.

Bike lanes should be installed on identified 
streets.

The recreational and transportation benefits 
of Modesto’s proposed shared use trails can 
help to attract new business investment.


