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3.5	M odesto Today
Agriculture remains a principal industry in the region, and several 
long-established agricultural processing firms, including the E. & 
J. Gallo Winery, Foster Farms, and Stanislaus Foods, continue to 
operate food processing facilities and support services within the 
Redevelopment Area.

Modesto has experienced significant growth in recent years, 
resulting in part from its appeal as an inexpensive alternative to the 
San Francisco Bay Area. A significant number of residents have 
relocated to Modesto to take advantage of the area’s comparatively 
inexpensive housing, with some individuals continuing to commute 
to the Bay Area for employment.

Modesto continues to serve as a regional center that provides 
entertainment, goods, and services to a broad area. Modesto’s 
outdoor festivals, including the popular summer rock festival, X 
Fest, draw a broad range of visitors. The entertainment district will 
soon be supplemented by the anticipated completion of the Gallo 
Center for the Arts in 2007.

These factors contribute to a diverse and thriving economy that will 
continue to draw residents and industry from the more expensive 
and built-out areas in the South Bay Area and elsewhere. Stanislaus 
County is projected to grow by 73% to 826,000 persons by 2025, 
with more than 637,000 people living within a 20-mile radius of the 
city. Based on this anticipated growth, the City should position itself 
to accommodate the development of new housing, employment 
opportunities, infrastructure, and recreational opportunities. Stanislaus Foods, 2004

The Fat Cat, a downtown entertainment 
venue, 2004

Tenth Street Plaza
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